Wonder of Women gathering benefits valley youth shelter
Best-selling author Diane Conway steals the show as she draws plenty of laughs 
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"Wow you sure are sexy" was chanted by each of the over 500 women attending the Wonder of Women event at Westin Mission Hills Resort last week. 

Best selling author Diane Conway, author of "What Would You Do If You Had No Fear" was the main speaker. Her antics and role-playing of women in precarious positions had the audience roaring with laughter at her - and themselves. 

At one point, Conway imitated a woman trying on lingerie in the Victoria's Secret store. The lingerie was a three-snap bottom body suit - something all women could relate to - as she threw lingerie pieces out into the audience to demonstrate the point that most lingerie is size 2, so live with it, hang it visibly in the boudoir and tell your partner to visualize, because most women will never fit into a size 2 again. Conway's message, besides "all women are sexy", was "be yourself, be bold and lose your fear" which remained the theme throughout her comedic routine. 

The Wonder of Women event was sponsored by Rancho Mirage Women's Center, with co-owners Elisa Lindley, M.D., and Jeralyn Brossfield, M.D., as emcees. This was the second annual luncheon with proceeds going to Safehouse of the Desert, which needs to raise $6 million for construction of their new shelter. 

They have done well - only $2.2 million is their remaining goal for the year. The new shelter is the only emergency shelter for youth in Riverside County and will serve 650 youth annually, with an annual operating budget of $700,000. 

Auctioneer and philanthropist Martha Green, a resident of Redlands, gave a tribute to her own big blonde hair, then pointed to major supporter Jackie Lee Houston, saying, "Women with big hair are closer to God." 

Green auctioned 10 prizes, the most popular being a trip to the Oprah Winfrey show, which brought $15,000 from Vicky McFarland. McFarland said "I came here knowing that I would buy the trip to Oprah, it has been my goal for 20 years to go to Oprah and this is a great cause." 

Safehouse of the Desert information: 340-6300.

