I.E.'s Cooking Queen

Area celebrity plans TV show
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Culinary diva and restaurateur. Author. Radio personality. Philanthropist. Entrepreneur. Auctioneer extraordinaire. 

Martha Green wears many hats. 

Now, add TV star. 

The Inland Empire's own celebrity, Green begins yet another career with her own cooking show, "Martha Green's Cooking Things," set to debut in October on KVCR-TV (Channel 24). 

"It's been a dream forever. A lot of people who love and support me have said I should be on TV. I feel I have something to share," said Green, a native of Greenville, S.C., who recalls family dinners when everyone sat down together and enjoyed a good, wholesome hot meal. 

Her love of comfort food will no doubt find its way to television viewers. 

"Everyone brings something different to the table," said the effervescent Green. 

Literally. 

The news is huge for Inland Empire Martha Green fans because the new series has the potential to be sold to other Public Broadcasting Service stations, such as KCET (Channel 28) in Los Angeles. 

Green's 13-show production schedule will begin in June with a remote shoot of the first six programs. 

After a three-day break, a remote shoot of the last seven programs is set to begin. 

Shows will be taped at two locations - the Culinary Arts Institute in San Bernardino and the pool house at a private home. 

"The content will drive the location," says Al Gondos, the KVCR-TV producer who will oversee the technical 

production while Green handles the artistic side. 

The Southern belle's creativity mushroomed from her early days in San Bernardino, when she began teaching microwave cooking classes in 1974 in the back of her husband's mattress store. 

Over the years, she figures she has taught thousands how to cook. 

"My career has kind of evolved," she said. "When you have a passion, it becomes part of your life. 

"I never dreamed it would follow me all the days of my life, though." 

Green is well known throughout the Inland Empire for her cooking classes, which feature food preparation and samplings of her tasty morsels for sell-out audiences. 

"My focus has always been that people must taste my food - that's my motivation," she said while relaxing at her desk at her Redlands real-estate office where awards and certificates of recognition cover one wall, including the Redlands 2005 Woman of the Year honor. 

As a philanthropist, she simmers and stews at an estimated 30 fundraising cooking classes annually, raising thousands of dollars for local charities. 

For the past 27 years, she has hosted the annual Bonnes Meres auction benefiting The Children's Fund. 

"Some of the stories I've heard just wrap themselves around my heart," she said. "I've lived a very privileged life and I just want to give back - you can't keep taking and not give back." 

Green, whose energy belies her nearly 65 years, is also owner of Dough'Lectibles and The Eating Room - a bakery and adjacent restaurant managed by her son, J.R., in downtown Redlands. 

Her second cookbook, "Martha Green's Cooking Things II," is expected to be available around June 1. 

Publisher Sally Taylor said the book is "fabulous" with more than 300 recipes and lots of full-color photos gracing its 400 pages. 

Recipes - some of them old family favorites Green's collected since childhood - will include appetizers, soups and salads, sandwiches, vegetables, casseroles, pasta and rice, entrees and desserts. 

The book will be available in stores, via TV and in the restaurant and should be priced between $30 and $35, according to Green. 

She shares recipes and snippets of entertaining tips on local public radio station KVCR-FM (91.9) twice each weekday at 8:33 a.m. and 4:32 p.m. Check her Web site, www.allmarthagreen.com, monthly for posted recipes shared on the air. 
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