Auction to take Bonnes Meres past $1 million raised for kids
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REDLANDS - This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Bonnes Meres, an organization that helps at-risk children in San Bernardino County through the Children's Fund. 

Bonnes Meres, which is French for "good mothers," began as an auxiliary of the Children's Home Society of California in 1958. 

Since the Bonnes Meres became an auxiliary for the Children's Fund, they have donated close to $1 million. With the funds raised at this year's Holiday Auction, which was held Thursday at the National Orange Show Events Center, they will surpass the million-dollar mark. 

"In 1958, the Bonnes Meres auxiliary was founded by 24 charter members to support the work of the Children's Home Society, the largest and oldest private adoption 





Bonnes Meres President Debbie Brown and Auctioneer Martha Green at this year's holiday auction.

agency in California," Bonnes Meres President Debbie Brown said. 

"Bonnes Meres was one of more than 125 auxiliaries who raised funds to assist with the placement of adopted children. In 1957 alone, the Children's Home Society completed 1,263 adoptions," Brown said. 

In 1992, the Bonnes Meres became an auxiliary of the Children's Fund after learning that the money raised for the Children's Home Society of California was paying for high administration costs. 

"The Children's Fund is great because 100 percent of the money we raise goes to the children," Bonnes Meres member Dianne Speaker said. "It is a state program, so all the administration costs are paid for by the state." 

At this year's Holiday Auction, the Bonnes Meres raised $42,100 from the live auction. The total amount raised at the Holiday Auction, including funds from the silent auction, will not be released until the Bonnes Meres present a check to Children's Fund, said Bonnes Meres member Joyce Waner. 

Martha Green was auctioneer for the live auction. The sound of laughter from the 360 people in the audience filled the room after each of Green's anecdotes. 

Items in the live auction included two tickets to "Wicked" at the 
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Pantages Theater with a backstage tour by a cast member. The tickets went for $1,350. 

Another popular item was a fiesta taco party for 40 people at the home of Ann and Vaughn Bryan. That item sold for $2,250. 

Another favorite was an air combat mission flight lesson at a civilian dog fighting school. 

Throughout the audience several generations of Bonnes Meres were in attendance, including Margaret Knappenberger and her daughter Tracey Fisher, who have both been active in the Bonnes Meres. 

Also in attendance was one of the founding members, Marilyn Slamal, and a group who call themselves the "golden girls." 

The Bonnes Meres' Holiday Auction helps provide the Children's Fund with the resources it needs to continue to provide food, shelter, clothing, medical care, education and an equal opportunity for social development for at-risk children in San Bernardino County.







