Southern theme for this years Camellia Luncheon 

The Assistance Leagues 52nd annual Camellia Luncheon offers an elegant dining experience in eight Redlands homes. The luncheon raises funds for the Assistance Leagues philanthropic projects. 
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REDLANDS A Southern Ladies Luncheon is the theme of Assistance League of Redlands 52nd annual Camellia Luncheon on Wednesday, Feb. 26. 

Martha Green and Mary Mihld, chairwomen for the menus, have planned a meal with selected Southern recipes to tempt those dining in eight homes around the city. 

And, for the first time, a tour of all the houses, not just the Patron House, is being offered. With the purchase of a luncheon ticket, a special tour ticket may be bought for an additional $20. 

The houses will be open for the tour between 10 a.m. and noon on the morning of the luncheon. Patron House ticket holders may visit all the houses without the additional charge. 

Mary Duke Ramsey is chair of the Camellia Luncheon and Shirley Bellue is vice chair. 

All Assistance League members work on the luncheon in the various houses. Members supply all the china, crystal, silver and floral arrangements for the luncheon as well as cook and serve the meals. 

All proceeds support Assistance League philanthropies. 

The houses featured this year include: 

Patron House, the Gardner home 

Built by Mark Gardner, the house was designed to fit an odd-shaped lot. It is just under 5,000 square feet and features a great room with pillars supporting a 24-foot-high ceiling and fireplace. 

A bar room opens into the great room. The combination dining and great room looks out onto the pool which overlooks the second green of the Redlands Country Club golf course. A grand piano adds to the decor. 

The house boasts four bedrooms, an exercise room, playroom and office. One of the Gardner children is interested in the rain forest and a wall in his room is painted with a tree filled with many monkeys. 

The large kitchen, designed for entertaining, features maple cabinets. There is a long island in the center of the kitchen which acts as a buffet for parties. The family dining room adjoins the kitchen. 

Kathy Stirle is chair for the Patron House and Kathy Maiberger is vice chair. 

Tekin home 

Roman columns adorn the front of this Greek Revival house which was designed and built by its owner, Abraham Tekin. 

A large entry features a Shoenbeck crystal chandelier and gives a view of the living and dining rooms and a flowing staircase. 

The travertine flooring continues into the kitchen, breakfast room and family rooms. The kitchen overlooks a backyard with a pool, spa and spacious patios. 

The living and dining rooms feature Italian furniture handcrafted to the Tekins specifications and the grand piano adds a classical flair to the living room. The dining room seats 14 comfortably and is adorned with chandeliers imported from Sweden. 

The large master bedroom suite is decorated in English and French styles and opens into a bonus room with television and office where the family spends much of its time. There are crown moldings in every room and custom cast stone fireplaces designed by Sheila Tekin. The home is more than 5,000 square feet. 

Glenrae Jenks chairs the home with Marge Hiebert vice chair. 

Hansen home 

Bonnie Hansens home is an English Tudor built in 1979 and boasting 5,500 square feet on 1 1/2 acres. A pool and cantilevered deck overlook the San Timoteo Canyon. 

The eclectic decor is a mix of Western and contemporary while the formal living room includes a grand piano as well as a guitar. It serves as the music room, too. 

The den and great room are spacious and filled with Remington bronzes. There are Western history artifacts around the fireplace and bar. 

The house has a formal dining room and a kitchen with a breakfast nook. There are two master bedroom suites, two additional bedrooms, a sewing room, laundry room with a pantry and a computer area. 

Susan Box is chair and Deborah Schwartz is vice chair. 

Johnson home 

There is a long history to the home of Walter and Adele Johnson. Hubert W. Seager had the house constructed in 1905 on what was considered one of the finest sites in the area, known as Terracina, in west Redlands. 

Contractor Louis B. Cooper built the house, according to the Redlands Citrograph. It was to cost $8,000. 

In 1911 the Seagers sold the 5,000-square-foot house to William G. and Florence Grigsby, owners of the Grigsby Real Estate Co., and it remained in the Grigsby family until 1947. 

Other owners included Eustace and Marie Benjamin and Judge Joseph T. and Afton Ciano. Some 52 years ago Afton Ciano was one of the founders of the Camellia Luncheon. 

Supposedly Dinah Shore was married in the house by Judge Ciano. 

I. Hunter and Jean Crittenden owned the house from 1963 to 2000. 

Entering, the entrance hall opens into the living room on one side and the dining room on the other. There are four bedrooms, a playroom, family room and office. One bathroom is completely round. 

Adele Johnson has a collection of Civil War pictures of her Southern ancestors in the home. There is also a two-bedroom guest house. 

Adele Johnson is the chair for her home, assisted by her mother, Karen Carr, as vice chair. 

Preston home 

Villa Vista Serena lives up to its name with unrestricted panoramic views of the valley and mountains. 

Entering the house, visitors pass through a traditional Spanish courtyard. Many of the renovations for this hilltop house begun by earlier owners were continued in the Old World Spanish style by John and Kay Preston. 

The floors are authentic Mexican saltillo tile, ceilings in the family room of Latilla style which is repeated throughout the house. The kitchen, master bedroom and bath are recent remodels. 

The rustic, ranch-style house contains many antiques including a 17th-century portrait of an ancestor of the owner. Several fountains and vistas on three side of the property create an inviting atmosphere. 

The 4,000-square-foot house sits on two acres with a lower-level orchard. 

Martha Green is chair for the Preston home. 

Forcier home 

The 5,000-square-foot home of Tony and Leeya Forcier features 21-foot ceilings and extra tall windows and doors. A study is just off the entry. 

A gourmet kitchen with cherrywood cabinets, snack bar and breakfast room adjoin a family room with fireplace. The backyard has a quaint guest home. 

There is a bedroom and bathroom downstairs and a second family room and four additional bedrooms upstairs. The master suite has a sitting area, coffee bar, fireplace and balcony. 

Sally Moore is chair with Jan Des Jarden vice chair. 

Bellue home 

Shirley and Robert Bellue Jr. bought this house in 1996. It had been vacant for some time, was run down and overgrown. Each room was purple. 

The transformation included Shirley Bellues extensive use of color throughout with the master bedroom in black and gold. She set out to create a warm and inviting atmosphere which is also reflected in the English garden laden with many varieties of roses and a view. 

The dining room displays a collection of Flow Blue dinnerware from the late 1800s, collected by Shirley Bellue on her trips to the Midwest where she was born. 

The living room has vaulted ceilings and the kitchen has a center island which gives the aura of the south of France. Country French carries into the family room. 

Mary Mihld is chair and Leslie Blanscett is vice chair. 

Brockman home 

Douglas and Susie Brockmans home, built in 1990 to look like a turn-of-the-century house, has a brick pathway leading to the front door. From the oversize entry there are views of the living, dining and great rooms. 

The kitchen has custom cabinets with Old English charm. The living room, also used as a music room, has a grand piano. 

There is a bedroom and bath downstairs and a large playroom and more bedrooms upstairs. The master bedroom has a large bath with sunken Jacuzzi tub. The sitting room accommodates a grand piano and the backyard has an English garden complete with roses and hedges. 

Lowa Anderson and Linda Bikaki are chair and vice chair. 

Seating at the luncheon is limited. Reservations are by invitation only. To receive an invitation, contact Leslie Blanscett at 789-2562. 

