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More than $50,000 was raised during the live auction portion of the 20th annual Redlands Symphony Gala. 

Wine auctioneer David Hansberger encouraged collectors and connoisseurs in the room to contribute more than $5,000 for various wine lots and auctioneer extraordinaire Martha Green was able to draw more than $45,000 from patrons and guests who were there to support the symphony by bidding on special dinners, vacations and prize packages. 

Guests arrived to "Midnight in Morocco" at the Orton Center to find canopied umbrellas and North African dcor assembled throughout the room. Symphony supporter Jan Eickman helped to sell balloons containing special prize tickets for gift certificates and other services. For a $20 donation, Eickman popped the balloon of choice and granted the winners with their prizes. 

The room was filled with many of Our Town's famous faces, who mingled among each other while surveying the many silent auction items gathered in several areas of the room. Nelda and Monte Stuck gathered with Jan and Stan Korfmacher, Mary Jo Holmes, Allan Griesemer, Nikki Helbron and Betsy Heinze. 

Heinze captured a sparkle in her eye accented by her beautiful turquoise gown with lace overlay patterned trim. Not far from her, Marguerite Wilson shone in a variegated dress in pink and rose tones with rhinestone appliques. 

On the men's side, Redlands Man of the Year David Maupin was dashing in his fancy tuxedo, while Father Lou Hemmers brought color to the room with his lavender coat, paired with a rose and burgundy-striped tie. 

Silent auction items included everything from holiday-themed baskets to sports memorabilia to food baskets of all kinds. Favorite items included a bonzai-style dwarfed rosemary shrub, poker package basket, bridge basket and Fourth of July package. 

Gathered around the various tables were personalities such as City Councilman John Harrison and his wife Lynette, Lois Fair Wilson, Becky Moore and Lois Lauer. Other names in the room included Amy and Louis Curti, Debbie and Jack Brown, Carol Baker, Marita and Mark Gardner, and Faith and Bob Gray. 

Maupin called the evening to order with Hansberger auctioning wine during dinner. Martha Green became Hansberger's mouth piece, while he called out the bids. 

Beginning with a case of "Two-Buck Chuck" just for fun, Hansberger barked out bids like an old-fashioned auctioneer, missing only a pair of suspenders and a soap box to stand on. His fun delivery and fast-paced actions made for entertaining moments as donors bid on expensive wine from private collections. 

After dinner, Symphony President Helen Nies welcomed the guests to the gala. 

"This is one of the very special events of the year in Redlands," said Nies. "It helps to insure that we can provide a lasting musical experience in our community." 

Nies acknowledged Symphony Conductor Jon Robertson and welcomed him to the podium for a few words. Robertson spoke about the "longevity and staying power" of the organization and gave special thanks to Nies for her service as president of the symphony board. 

Maupin welcomed Green to the podium for the live auction portion of the evening. He told a humorous story about how long he has known her and introduced Green as "The Grand Dame of Redlands" when she reached the stage. 

"Dave (Maupin) has been Man of the Year for the 30 years that I have known him," said Green at the podium. 

She welcomed many of the famous faces in the room and encouraged them to get their wallets out for the Symphony. She told a humorous story about Jack Brown and flirted with many of the leading men in the room with her classic MG style. 

"Enough to make a bull dog break his chain," she quoted from a description of herself. 

"She's like Phyllis Diller," said a patron at one table. 

Green was wearing a "pink and frothy" dress she said she selected with hopes of finding it mentioned in the story about the gala. It was indeed a perfect choice for showing off a tan she newly fashioned while in Mexico and certainly did brighten the room. 

The best dress of the evening belonged to Chris Lyford. A darling spring green number, the dress was well suited to Lyford's statuesque frame and was uniquely perfect to the Moroccan theme of the gala. 

Many of the live auction items went for generous prices, while others sparked bidding wars within the crowd. Marsha Gebara outbid at least two other contenders for the Redlands Road Rally scavenger hunt for 20 people, hosted by Sharen and Jim Jeffries. Neal Waner outbid everyone for the dinner for 10 at the home of Robin and David Maupin. 

Judy Orlando was the proud taker of a beautiful grandfather clock and Mark Gardner took home the Fred Gowland painting. Dianne Goddard left with a vacation package to Whistler, British Columbia, while Bob Gray carried off one of two trips to the Mauna Kea resort in Hawaii. Louis and Amy Curti will be inviting guests to a martini party at the home of Vicky and Jim Watson, and the Korfmachers are the proud owners of a dinner for eight at the home of Elizabeth and Paul Emerson. 

Sharon Jeffries and Barbara Rozema will each be taking three people with them on separate trips to Tuscany. At $4,700 each, the specially planned visit will feature a week's stay under the guidance of Andie Sorenson, a Redlander who now resides in Italy. J.E. Holmes will be taking wife Mary Jo on a trip to Morocco after he outbid everyone for the themed trip of the evening. 

In addition to the many silent and live auction items, guests were provided an opportunity to support the symphony's education outreach programs by making contributions in increments of $25. It costs $5 per student to send children to educational performances offered by the symphony. 

"A donation of $1,000 can send 200 children to the symphony," said Green in soliciting donations. 

Maupin took things a step further when he challenged business owners in the room to donate funds to the symphony in exchange for their company logo on the plane he will be flying for a fund-raising mission for African orphans. Maupin said that he wanted Martha Green to be the plane's mascot and he was making plans for her image to be painted on the nose of the aircraft like a World War II bomber. 

There were no immediate takers on the offer, but the symphony did well by the gala nonetheless. With more than $50,000 in live auction proceeds, plus ticket sales, silent auction proceeds, centerpiece sales and additional donations, the symphony is ready to present another strong season for 2005-2006. 

