Martha Green and Redlands police stepping up to serve a few plates 
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REDLANDS  Hoping to hit a fund-raising home run this weekend, the Redlands Baseball for Youth VIP League has recruited local ringers Martha Green and the Redlands police. 

Green is opening her restaurant, The Eating Room, to a series of four back-to-back dinners Saturday night. Redlands officers will spend the evening parking cars and parking plates. 

All "Cluckin' with the Cops" proceeds, from the $25 ticket price to the tips left for the police, will benefit the VIP League, a baseball program for physically disabled children. 

T-shirts commemorating the event will be available for purchase, along with $20 tickets sold for a chance to win a dinner for 10 prepared and hosted by Green in her home. 

VIP players will be on-hand to meet and greet the diners. 

RBY board member Kerry Kenison said RBY does not charge for participation in the VIP League because parents of disabled children are often already burdened with medical expenses. 

Sponsors expect the money raised will cover the cost of uniforms for this season's 35 to 40 VIP players. Provided there is enough money left over, the league plans to purchase adaptive equipment for the teams, too. 

VIP officials also hope local physical therapists will be willing to donate their time and services to players with specific physical needs and goals. Bill Cheesman, who spent six years as a physical therapist and now owns a local business, has already signed on, Kenison said. The VIP league started six years ago. Kenison, the father of two disabled children, said the league serves the community as much as it does its own players. 

"(The VIP players) want to be part of society without being looked at as if there is something wrong with them," Kenison said. "We look for opportunities for kids to interact with the community and other teams so people can kind of familiarize themselves with kids with disabilities, and learn that basically they're normal. They just can't do things the same way other kids do." Kenison said that while the league is not competitive, VIP players show incredible enthusiasm for the game and motivation to push themselves physically. Many players take to wearing their uniforms all day before a game, he said. 

"Our first year we had a kid on crutches. His goal was to walk all the way around the bases without them. Three months later he actually ran the bases without having his crutches," Kenison said. 

