THE OTHER MARTHA // Inland baker's cooking classes keep drawing fans 
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Martha Green groupies can exhale. 

Dark rumors of their cooking doyenne's imminent retirement from fundraisers are greatly exaggerated. In fact, the Inland Empire's culinary celebrity, who stars in dozens of local charity events, insists she'll keep up her frenetic pace another five or 10 years. 

Last week she cooked for nearly 300 at a benefit for Start Out Smart - Read, a San Bernardino organization. This week she hosted a cooking demonstration for more than 800 to support Loma Linda University Children's Hospital. And next week she'll sharpen her knives and wit to lead the cooking-class benefit for the Salvation Army of Riverside. 

"I'll retire when I can no longer do it from my heart," Green says. As the impresario of dozens of annual cook-and-kibitz fundraisers, she prides herself on never repeating a benefit menu. 

"Work is like a hobby to her," says her son, J.R. Green, 37, who manages his mother's Redlands bakery, Dough'lectibles, and her adjoining restaurant, The Eating Room. 

Green, 62, admits she can't do this forever and has started cutting back her 12- to 14-hour-a-day schedule. 

Last year she resigned as food editor of a local newspaper. For the first time in her life, she lolled on the beach the entire month of May in Puerto Vallarta. 

But the 5-foot-10 good ol' Southern gal still is irrepressible. You can catch her nearly every day greeting customers and noshing at her bakery and eatery. Her bread and butter is her real-estate business, but she's probably better known as Redlands' version of the "other Martha." 

Green, who has met Martha Stewart at several Inland fundraisers, sniffs at the comparison: "I've never seen her cook a thing. She shows slides of her food. I serve samples of mine." 

Indeed, Green's cook fests have raised megabucks for nonprofits the past few decades. 

"Every time we disagree about something on the menu, she's always right," says Howard Grossman of San Bernardino, chairman of SOS-Read. 

Whatever free weekends are left, she and her husband, Wes, 73, a commercial real estate broker, entertain guests in their 3,700-square-foot home they built in the hills of Redlands. 

Steve Caldwell, Green's hairstylist since 1975, admits it's a "little scary" reciprocating her dinner invitations, especially with her recipes. Even more intimidating, says Caldwell, is trimming Green's blond bouffant, which generates as much buzz as her self-published $25 cookbook. 

"People are always talking about my hair," Green says, laughing. "There used to be the huge do, then the huge up do, then the Tina Turner do." 

Friend Nancy LeVesque, a design consultant in Yucaipa, applauds Green's big heart and great style. The epitaph for her tombstone: "Dead Sexy," Green deadpans. 

* * * 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISER 

WHEN: Noon to 2 p.m., Oct. 29 

WHERE: The Salvation Army, 3695 First St., Riverside 

COST: $30 

INFORMATION: (951) 683-2268 
