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Bakers at Dough'Lectibles in Redlands were up to their elbows in batter recently, churning out dozens of powdered sugar-coated, pecan-filled Russian tea cakes a day and trays of frosted, sprinkled sugar cookies. 

The downtown bakery and The Eating Room, an adjacent restaurant, were busy during the holiday season. So was owner Martha Green, a cooking guru, philanthropist and entrepreneur whose cooking-show fund-raisers over the years have raised more than $1 million for local charities. 

"She's an all-around great chef," said her son, J.R. Green. He manages the bakery and restaurant, which opened respectively in 1996 and 2001. Martha Green maintains a third business, a Century 21 real estate office in Redlands on which she focuses her time when not teaching benefit cooking classes or serving as a charity auctioneer. 

All of Green's businesses are successful, said Kathie Thurston, executive director of the Redlands Chamber of Commerce. Dough'Lectibles was "just incredible out of the gate," Thurston said. 

The restaurant functions as a "meet and greet" establishment on the weekends, she said. "It's an incredible enhancement to downtown." 

THE BENEFITS OF COOKING 

Green owned cooking schools and kitchen stores in Redlands, Las Vegas and San Bernardino in the 1970s and 1980s. 

In 1974 she taught microwave cooking classes in the back of her husband's mattress store in San Bernardino. 

"I've often wondered if people who bought a mattress from my husband during that time ever wondered why it had the aroma of garlic in it," Green said in a biography included in her cookbook, "Martha Green's Cooking Things." She sells the book in The Eating Room restaurant for $25. 

In 1978 she opened a cooking equipment store in Redlands, "Martha Green's Cooking Things," and expanded her classes to include all forms of food preparation, according to the biography. Green, acclaimed for her wit and cooking wizardry, now simmers and stews before audiences at an estimated 30 fund-raising cooking classes a year. Beneficiaries include the Start Out Smart - Read program in San Bernardino, the Boys & Girls Club of Redlands, the Salvation Army, the Redlands Bowl, the Redlands Symphony and the Loma Linda University Children's Hospital. 

Green donates her time for the classes, which often require a week of planning. She organizes groups of volunteers to create and taste recipes. A group of 800 women met at the National Orange Show conference center in San Bernardino Nov. 3 to learn Green's methods of creating a "frazzle-free" Thanksgiving dinner. The six-year-old Big Hearts for Little Hearts guild holds the benefit cooking class every year. Green demonstrated dishes that could be made, frozen and refrigerated ahead of the big day. Then participants sampled the fare. 

The event raised $78,000 for Loma Linda University Children's Hospital, nearly twice last year's billings, said guild founding president Dixie Watkins, a long-time friend of Green's. 

Deborah O'Hara learned three recipes for her Thanksgiving dinner - basil and currant cream cheese spread, cranberry ginger relish and broccoli casserole. The recipes are included in Green's cookbook. The book is a compilation of Green's favorite recipes concocted by Green and her friends. 

"It was awesome, " O'Hara said. "She's the female version of <television chef> Emeril Lagasse." 

The Redlands Educational Partnership Foundation has included Green in its 2005 calendar of prominent Redlands residents. The foundation sells the calendars to raise money for Redlands' 21 public schools. December depicts Green and her son, J.R. Green, in the restaurant. The bakery and The Eating Room restaurant are at 107 E. Citrus Ave. Green was an immediate contender for inclusion in the calendar project, said Jean Bartley, president of the partnership. 

"Everyone recognizes Martha's name," Bartley said. 

"She's a very busy, dedicated woman," said Rebecca Stafford, executive director of The Children's Fund of San Bernardino County. In addition to cooking classes, Green holds auctions for charities. For the past 27 years, Green has conducted a fund-raising auction for the Children's Fund through the Bonnes Meres auxiliary of which Green is a member. 

"She has been given these great gifts <of personality and skill>," said Marsha Gebara, volunteer program director for the Redlands Bowl. Green's annual cooking classes and auctions have raised $200,000 during the past 10 years for the Bowl's programs, Gebara said. 

Gebara picked up tips from Green. "You cannot go through life without a good whisk in your hand. Thanks to her, my whisking has improved tremendously," she laughed. 

LOCAL CELEBRITY 

"She's a local bigger-than-life person. Hers is a reputation that allows her to do many things," Watkins said. 

"She gives and gives and gives," Gebara said. 

"She's so funny. She's so down-to-earth. People are drawn to her," O'Hara said. 

While fans invoke the names of celebrity chefs for the sake of comparison, Green once used terse words describing one of the most famous homemaking entrepreneurs of all, Martha Stewart. Stewart joined Green in two cooking-class fundraisers for the Assistance League of San Bernardino. 

Stewart was "very snooty, but very talented," Green said at the time. 

Part of Green's charm lies in her southern roots, energy and humor. 

The blonde dynamo grew up in Greenville, S.C. 

